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1. Concerning Variations in the Course of the Pyramidal Tract. Bumke. 

2. A Rare Disease of the Pyramidal Tract with Spastic Spinal Paralysis 

and Bulbar Symptoms. Kinichi Naka. 

3. A Comparison of the Frequency and Causes of Suicidal Tendency in 

the Navy and Army. Podesta. 

4. The Condition of the Reflexes in Paralyzed Parts after Total Division 

of the Spinal Cord. (Continued.) Michael Lapinsky. 

5. Further Investigations on the Anatomy of the Surface of the Human 

Brain. Richard Weinberg. 

6. Contribution to the Nosography and Histo-pathology of Forms of 

Amaurotic Paralytic Idiocy. Karl Schaffer. 

7 - Contribution to the Knowledge of Vessel Alterations in the Brain 

Cortex in Psychoses. Elmiger. 

8. Drunkenness and Responsibility. E. Meyer. 

9. Concerning Bulbar Paralysis in Lipomatosis. E. Osann. 

10. Stampede of Horses. H. Dexler. 

11. A Contribution to the Anatomy of the Optic Radiations in Man. U. 

Tsuchida. 

12. Suicidal Attempts during the Act of Birth. W. Sigwart. 

1. Variations in Pyramidal Tracts. —Bumke reports a case anatomically 
in which in a single nervous system he found united nearly all the main 
types of aberration from the normal of the cerebro-spinal motor tract. 
The patient was a woman of thirty-six who died from the results in the 
heart of an articular rheumatism. The paper confines itself essentially 
to the anatomical findings, and is excellently illustrated by a series of 
drawings from the midbrain to the lumbar cord, showing motor degen¬ 
eration which had followed an extensive cerebral softening some time 
before death. The investigation, which demands special study, illustrates 
in striking manner the possible wide distribution of motor fibers in certain 
cases. 

2. Spastic Spinal Paralysis with Bulbar Symptoms. —Naka describes 
an unusual disease of the pyramidal tract with reference to the possible 
occurrence of primary disease of this tract. The case described presented 
typical symptoms of spastic spinal paralysis, with which in the late stages 
were associated bulbar symptoms. Anatomically a degeneration of the 
corticospinal neurones of the motor tract was demonstrated. Although 
the degeneration of the lateral tracts was by all means the most con¬ 
spicuous feature of the pathological findings, there was nevertheless slight 
alteration in the ventral horn cells. There was likewise found marked 
alteration and diminution in number of large cortical pyramidal cells. It 
is inferred that the degeneration of these cells was a later process than 
that of the pyramidal tract, at least macroscopically. The case is of 
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interest as indicating the possibility of a primary spastic spinal paralysis 
of which Erb collected but eleven unquestioned cases. 

3. Suicide in Army and Navy. —A statistical study of the frequency 
and causes of suicidal tendency in the German navy and army goes to 
show that the frequency of suicidal attempts is about half as great in 
the navy as in the army, but slightly higher than among similar persons 
in civil life. Suicidal tendency in the army is much more frequent during 
the first months of service and in the recruiting period. The common 
soldiers are more often affected than the under officers. In the navy, on 
the other hand, the danger is greater in the later years of service, and 
the under officers are more likely to be the victims than the rank and file. 
In the great majority of cases in both army and navy the cause is mental 
disturbance. 

4. Continued article. 

5. Surface Anatomy of Brain. —Weinberg returns to the question as- 
to whether individual, sexual and other variations of the external brain 
form may be due to other factors than those generally accepted. The 
study, which is an attempt toward the solution of the problem, is based 
on the examination of fifteen male and ten female brains with due con¬ 
sideration of possible pathological factors. As a result of the investigation 
the writer details twenty points which he regards as significant in relation 
to variation in brain form. These points concern themselves with fissures, 
convolutions, anastomoses and such matters of gross cerebral form. The 
value of such work in general must depend upon the number of brains 
studied. If few are used, generalizations are manifestly dangerous. 

6. Amaurotic Idiocy. —In concluding a detailed paper on the nosog- 
raphy and histo-pathology of amaurotic idiocy Schaffer places the severer 
form as described by Sachs and the lighter as described by Spielmayer 
as two branches of a great clinical family which may be named the cyto- 
pathological family amaurotic idiocy. There is, however, as a case 
described in detail proves, also a teratological form of amaurotic idiocy, 
although this has nothing in common with the family type. 

7. Vascular Alterations in Psychoses. —Elmiger, in a brief communi¬ 
cation, reaches the conclusion that cell infiltration of the vessel walls of 
the brain cortex is characteristic of general paralysis. The conclusion is 
based on the microscopic examination of twenty-eight brains, twelve of 
which were from cases of paralytic dementia and the other sixteen from 
various other forms of mental disorder. In the latter cases no vascular 
cell infiltration was demonstrable. 

8. Drunkenness and Responsibility. —In a study of the responsibility 
of persons intoxicated with alcohol Meyer reaches the following conclu¬ 
sions, among others, that a very large' proportion of criminal acts, espe¬ 
cially those of violence and of a sexual character, are committed during 
drunkenness; that drunkenness (Rausch) is an acute alcoholic poisoning 
leading to temporary psychic disorder, in which physical appearances may 
be lacking. It is advised that, in a formulation of a new law, drunkenness 
in relation to responsibility be given the same consideration, as other 
psychical disorders. 

9. Bulbar Paralysis and Lipomatosis. —Osann describes a case of 
bulbar paralysis with lipomatosis because of its exceptional complexity and 
its consequent difficulty of diagnosis. The patient had suffered from 
childhood from a large tumor of the right leg. She was admitted to the 
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hospital at the age of thirty-eight with symptoms, referable to the brain 
and spinal cord, of extensive character, including marked disturbances 
both of motion and of sensation with reaction of degeneration in certain 
muscles. Bulbar symptoms were conspicuous. The entire illness lasted 
five months. The autopsy showed multiple lipomata in the thoracic and 
abdominal cavities and also in the spinal canal. There were in addition 
marked degenerations of bulbar nuclei, and a compression myelitis at one 
point with consequent secondary degenerations. 

10. Stampede of Horses. —Dexler in a contribution to the knowledge 

of psychoses among animals discusses particularly the well known stam¬ 
pede of horses. The writer considers various theories which have been 
advanced to account for the phenomenon. The paper in general is an 
entertaining and useful contribution to animal psychology with somewhat 
direct reference to man. One question raised, for example, is whether 
psychiatrists should consider panic among men as belonging to the 
psychoses. . ; ■ -i 

11. Optic Radiation. —Tsuchida presents a detailed anatomical study 
of the course of the optic fibers in man. It is not possible in the space 
of this abstract to give the elaborate results of the investigation. The 
paper is a further contribution to the knowledge of a complex anatomical 
region. The study was made on the basis of a single patient with poren¬ 
cephalic defect in the occipital region. 

12. Suicide at Birth. —On the basis of a case of acute mental disturb¬ 
ance during the act of birth Sigwart draws attention to the rarity of 
transitory mental disturbance closely associated with the act of birth in 
contrast with the frequency of post-puerperal psychoses. The patient was 
septic during convalescence but was finally discharged recovered mentally 
and physically. The author discusses the relation of such transitory 
psychoses to infections, to the mental and physical strain associated with 
childbirth and to the frequency of infant murder under these conditions. 

E. W. Taylor (Boston). 

Journal de Psychologie, normale et pathologique 

(Fourth year. No. 6. November-December, 1907) 

1. Criminal Responsibility before the Geneva Congress of Alienists and 

Neurologists. J. Grasset. 

2. The Physiological Explanation of Emotion. G. Revault d’Allonnes. 

1. Criminal Responsibility. —In the report, prepared by Gilbert Ballet 
and adopted by the' Seventeenth Congress of Alienists and Neurologists 
held at Geneva, August, 1907, a position was taken upon the question of 
criminal responsibility somewhat at variance with the well-known views 
of Grasset. The present article is Grasset’s reply to his critics. He points 
out the false logic, the frequent misstatement, and the generally un¬ 
scientific attitude of his opponents in a way which seems both mas¬ 
terly and conclusive. He reiterates his former views (Journal of 
Nervous and Mental Disease, February, 1906, p. 135, and March, 1907, 
p. 210) with an added emphasis; still holding that the medical expert, 
contrary to the views of the congress, must express his opinion, when 
giving testimony upon the criminal’s responsibility but an opinion that 



